CORRESPONDENCE                                      2<J
XIII
MR JINNAH TO GANDHIJI
September 23, 1944.
DEAR MR GANDHI,
I am in receipt of your letter of September 22, and I thank
you for it. I am sorry that you think I have summarily rejected
the idea of common interest between the two arms, and now you
put it somewhat differently from 15 (b), when you say there will be
no feeling of security by the people of India without a, recognition
of the natural and mutual obligations arising out of physical conti-
guity. My answer, already given, is that it will be for the constitu-
tion-making body of Pakistan and that of Hindustan or any other
party concerned, to deal with such matters on the footing of their
being two independent States.
I am really surprised when you say there is no proof of what you
characterize as a sweeping statement of mine, that the August 1942,
resolution is inimical to the ideals and demands of Muslim India. The
resolution in its essence is as follows:
(a)  immediate grant  of  complete Independence   and   setting   up
immediately of a federal  Central government on the basis of a uni-
ted, democratic Government of India with federated units or provinces,
which means establishing a Hindu raj.
(b)  that this National Government so set up will evolve a scheme
for-a constituent assembly, which will be chosen by adult franchise,
which will prepare a constitution for the Government of India, which
means that the constituent assembly chosen will be composed of an
overwhelming majority of Hindus, nearly 75 per cent.
(c)  to enforce this  demand  of  the  Congress  the August resolu-
tion decides on and sanctions a resort to mass civil disobedience at
your command and when ordered toy you as the sole dictator of the
Congress.
This demand is basically and fundamentally opposed to the ideals
and demands of Muslim India of Pakistan, as embodied in the Lahore
resolution, and to enforce such a demand by means of resort to mass
civil disobedience is inimical to the ideals and demands of Muslim
India; and if you succeed in realizing this demand, it would be a
death-blow to Muslim India. I see from the correspondence and talks
between you and me that you are still holding fast to this fateful
resolution.
From the very first day of our talks you made it clear to me, and
you have repeatedly said in the course of our correspondence and
>JjgJks, that you have approached me in your individual capacity, and
you assured me that you were a seeker of light and knowledge and
that you seriously and earnestly wanted to understand the Lahore